
Dear Parish Family of St. Mary, +JMJ+ 
“Mary my Mother, give me your heart so beautiful, so pure, so Immaculate, so full of 

love and humility, that I may be able to receive Jesus.” –Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
******************* 

"Jesus lives in her (Mary) soul and body...His Heart abides in Her 
heart, His Soul in Her soul ... His virtues, mysteries, and divine attributes are 

loving in Her heart..." "Although the heart of Jesus is distinct from that of Mary, 
and infinitely surpasses it in excellence and holiness, nevertheless, God has so closely 
united these two hearts, that we may say with truth, that they are but one heart." –St. 

John Eudes 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

"A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, 

with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 

stars."  (Revelation 12:1) 

Dear friends in Christ Jesus, 
  

       On February 11, 1858, 14-year-old Bernadette was gathering 

firewood for her mother when she was drawn by a noise to the Grotto 

of Massabielle, a small cave-like structure.  There she saw a beautiful 

young woman holding a rosary.  Bernadette prayed the rosary after 

which the woman smiled and disappeared. 

After 17 more appearances over the next five months, 

Bernadette learned that the woman was the Blessed Virgin Mary and 

that she desired to have processions and a chapel built for the benefit 

of many.  When Bernadette asked her name by the request of the 

local clergy for some proof of the authenticity of the message, the 

woman said, "I am the Immaculate Conception."  A name totally 

unknown to Bernadette, but one that had been declare of Blessed 

Mary, four years early by Pope Pius IX in Rome, Italy. 

During one of the apparitions, Our Lady asked Bernadette to 

drink water from a nearby stream.  Unable to see it, Bernadette 

scratched at the ground and water immediately started flowing.  She 

also put some on her face which was mud at first, and she was first 

thought crazy by those that gathered, but to this day, hundreds if not 

thousands, come to this stream DAILY, with many cures being 

reported.  In fact, three of the chapels built there have their entire 

walls covered with tiles given in thanksgiving for the miracles and 

graces received. 

On the second apparition of Feb. 18, 1858, 

Our Lady said to Bernadette, "I do not promise to 

make you happy in this life but in the next."  

Indeed, she had a sad life with many trials, but 

trusting the beautiful Lady and the God who sent 
her, St. Bernadette is not only with them now and 

assisting us from heaven, but she has also given the 

world the miraculous healing waters of Lourdes as 

well as devotion to Her who gives us Jesus! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This is the month of renewal or starting a subscription to 
our Diocesan Newspaper, The Messenger.  This gives you Catholic 
news local and abroad and lets you know about our Diocese.  
Subscriptions are only $25 for a year (with option to receive paper 
online), and there is an envelope in your packet for this, or simply 
mark this on a white envelope and put in collection.  Any questions or 
for assistance, please call the Parish Office at 262-5337. 

 

J.O.Y.S.-Journey Onward Ye Sojourner is a new 
prayer ministry, created by Mrs. Caroline Trimble, Director 
of Religious Education.  It offers each one of us the 
opportunity to deepen our prayer life.  Journey of Prayer has 
begun February 1st through the 28th. The J.O.Y.S. format is 
meant to guide one into a deeper prayer life-a closer 
relationship with God-and a closer relationship with one 
another.  The booklets are for your individual use, and it 
will assist you to J.O.Y.S.  Please pick-up a Booklet in the 
Gathering Hall, and pass one on. 

 

Thank you to all who brought soups for WADI for 
our ‘Souper Bowl’ Collection over the last several weeks!  

 

Please keep our candidates of the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA) in prayer as they enter their final preparation for 
entrance into the Church at Easter. 

 

Matthew Bible Study continues this coming Tues., 
at 6:30pm! 

 

If you would like more than one day to go on retreat and 

renew your relationship with God, there will be a Women’s Cursillo 

Retreat Weekend March 9 - 12, 2017; and the following weekend a 

Men’s Cursillo Retreat Weekend March 16 - 19, 2017.  Cursillo 

brings a piece of God’s love to our world.  A Cursillo journey 

starts with a weekend-Thursday evening through Sunday. The 

weekend has been described as a little piece of Heaven. Talks 

and activities help provide a way to live a Christian life. The 

problems of the world don’t vanish, but we help each other, 

strengthen each other, and learn from each other. We strive 

to work on a daily progressive conversion. We have tools to 

help cope; to help persevere. People, who are on their journey 

after their weekend, share their experiences of God. We are 

all in this together, but it’s great to know that there are 

others who take seriously the responsibility of trying to live 

their Catholic faith to the best of their ability.  More 

information and applications can be found at: 

www.BellevilleCursillo.org.  You may also call Laura Veach, Pre-

Cursillo Chairperson–1-618-972-3062 with questions. 
 

The Rockets Foundation is having its 8th Annual Mardi 
Gras 5k/10k/Kids Fun Run and Celebration on SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25, 2017.  Fun Run/Walk Registration will be in the 
St. Mary's Church Gathering Area, Run/Walk will begin at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church.  Celebration will be held at the Mt. 
Carmel Elks Club - 219 N. Market Street with Grilled Pork Chops, 
Grilled Chicken, Gumbo, Jambalya, Desserts, King, Cakes, 
Raffles, Dancing, DJ, and Fun!  Fliers with full details at the doors 
of church. 

 

The Nursery Ministry (0-3) continues every Sunday 
at the 10:30am Mass. 
 

Love and prayers in Jesus through Mary, loved by St. Joseph,      
-Father Robert 

 “A political society endures when it seeks, as a vocation, to 

satisfy common needs by stimulating the growth of all its 

members, especially those in situations of greater 

vulnerability or risk.” Pope Francis, Address to the Joint Session of 

the U.S. Congress, September 24, 2015 (www.goo.gl/9HGt2d) 

“When a patient says I don’t want to be a burden, it may 
really be a question, Am I a burden? ...when a patient says 

I might as well be dead, he may really be saying No one 
cares about me. Many studies show that assisted suicide 

http://www.bellevillecursillo.org/
http://www.goo.gl/9HGt2d


requests are almost always for such psychological or 
social reasons.” 

—“Life Matters: Doctor-Assisted Death” 
Respect Life Program-USCCB Secretariat of Pro 

-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/Q6eC2K) 

 

A Bit of Humor  

What About the Other Half? - As the music swelled 

during a recent wedding reception, my hopelessly 

romantic husband squeezed my hand, leaned in, and 

said, “You are better looking than half the women 

here.” 

Pencil Me In - Boy: Do you have a date for Valentine’s Day?  

Girl: Yes, February 14th. 

The Point of A Conference Call - A conference call is the best way 

for a dozen people to say “bye” 300 times. 

Liz Hackett On What The ’80s Taught Her - If growing up in the 

’80s taught me one thing, it’s that my friends and I should have found 

a treasure map by now. 
 

Some Thoughts 

When there's a will, I want to be in it.  

When you don't know what you are doing, do it neatly.  

Who is General Failure and why is he reading my hard drive 

on my computer?  

Who stopped payment on my reality check?  

Why is abbreviation such a long word?  

Why isn't phonetic spelled the way it sounds? 

You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say will be 

misquoted then used against you.  

You're just jealous because the voices are talking to me 

and not you!  
 

From the Director of Religious Education with Love 
Yes, life is a treasure. Each moment is…an eternity seeing God 

face to face, being one with Him. ~St. Therese of Lisieux 

 

Let your 'Yes' mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 'No.' 

What a joyous existence this would be, right? If you asked the 

question, and the response was -Yes or No-or you could just 

answer -Yes! or No!  My how, complicated everything seems to 

have become. We live in a time that ordering a cup of coffee 

takes 5 minutes,  and paying for it-even longer.  We no longer 

respond with a ‘Yes’ or’ No’, but too often, there is no response-

no time-no friendship-no love! 

The simplicity of a Yes! - I do! - I will! - I can! - I am 

sorry! - I forgive you! – I love you!- has become the 

resounding gong of No!  I can NOT!- I will NOT!- I am NOT 

sorry!- I will NOT forgive! –I do NOT love you! The 

pretentiousness of “NO” and “NOT” cuts one off, cuts one to 

the core, and leaves one outside the circle - and the intimacy of 

joy and love.  

The journey can be simple, it can be loving and joyous, and it 
is a “YES” on our part.  Not that we are slaves, for we have 
free will, but allowing that Yes and No to be for the greater 

good.  In order for the complexity to stop, our response 
cannot be destructive.  Let us journey closer to our God by 

coming to Eucharistic Adoration, praying your Rosary, 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and spending time reading the Holy 

Word of God and the Lives of the Saints.  Let the “Yes” and 
“No” of your life be -for God-in God-and about God!   Let us - 

Breathe it all In and Love it all Out -   
Journey onward my fellow sojourners. ~ Caroline Trimble, DRE 

CARD SHOWER: 

Irene Ankenbrand will celebrate her 104th birthday on 

February 12th.  There will be a card shower held in her 

honor.  Please send all birthday cards to: 

Irene Ankenbrand 

226 W 4th St. 

Mt. Carmel, IL  62863 

USCCB Chairmen Express Solidarity with Muslim 
Community, Deep Concern over Religious Freedom 
Issues, in Response to Executive Order on Refugees 
January 31, 2017 

WASHINGTON—On January 27, 2017, President Donald J. Trump issued 

an executive order that, among other things: suspends issuance of visas and 

other immigration benefits to nationals of seven predominantly Muslim 

countries for 90 days; indefinitely suspends resettlement of refugees from 

Syria, which is also predominantly Muslim, subject to a possible exception 

for those who are "religious minorities" in their home countries and facing 

religious persecution; and suspends virtually the entire U.S. refugee 

resettlement program for 120 days, also subject to a possible exception for 

such "religious minorities." 

Most Reverend Mitchell T. Rozanski, Bishop of Springfield and Chairman of 

the USCCB Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, Most 

Reverend William E. Lori, Archbishop of Baltimore and Chairman of the 

USCCB Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, and Most Reverend Oscar 

Cantú, Bishop of Las Cruces and Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 

International Justice and Peace, jointly issued the following statement in 
response to this action: 

We recognize that Friday evening's Executive Order has generated 

fear and untold anxiety among refugees, immigrants, and others 

throughout the faith community in the United States. In response to 

the Order, we join with other faith leaders to stand in solidarity 

again with those affected by this order, especially our Muslim sisters 

and brothers. We also express our firm resolution that the Order's 

stated preference for "religious minorities" should be applied to 

protect not only Christians where they are a minority, but all 

religious minorities who suffer persecution, which includes Yazidis, 

Shia Muslims in majority Sunni areas, and vice versa. While we also 

recognize that the United States government has a duty to protect the 

security of its people, we must nevertheless employ means that 

respect both religious liberty for all, and the urgency of protecting 

the lives of those who desperately flee violence and persecution. It is 

our conviction as followers of the Lord Jesus that welcoming the 

stranger and protecting the vulnerable lie at the core of the Christian 

life. And so, to our Muslim brothers and sisters and all people of 

faith, we stand with you and welcome you. 

Persons may express their thoughts to the President via: 

Call the President PHONE NUMBERS 

Comments: 202-456-1111 

Switchboard: 202-456-1414 
Write the President: The White House; 1600 Pennsylvania 

Avenue NW; Washington, DC 20500 

For more, please visit: http://usccb.org/issues-and-

action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/index.cfm  
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